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united Congress. The election of Pherozeshah by the Reception
Committee in accordance with the votes of the Provincial Com-
mittees was, therefore, unpopular with Bengali politicians generally,
as also with a few people in Lahore itself. There was every indica-
tion that the approaching session would be far from peaceful.
Matters were in this state, when one fine morning, just a fortnight
before the due date, the country was startled by the news that
Pherozeshah had suddenly resigned the Presidentship of the Con-
gress. The telegram which conveyed the decision to Lala Harkishan
Lai, Chairman of the Reception Committee, was as brief as it was
enigmatic.
I deeply regret that owing to a combination of unexpected
circumstances, I am compelled to relinquish the honour.
The country was bewildered. Not even the closest friends of
Pherozeshah suspected his intentions, or could guess at the reasons
which prompted this extraordinary step, which threw the Congress
into utter confusion. The President-elect was as silent and mysterious
as the Sphinx. The air became thick with rumours and surmises.
Some said that Pherozeshah had lost faith in his former political
followers and associates, and did not care again to run the risk of
insult and molestation. Others concluded that "the deep political
reasons supposed to underlie his action had no better foundation
than a meticulous reluctance to preside over a Congress that bade
fair to be either a frost or a riot." Yet others declared that while
Pherozeshah was well aware of the strong feeling against him in
certain circles, he accepted the Presidentship in the anticipation tbat
the opposition would gradually evaporate in face of the settled fact.
Finding that this was not the case, and that in fact only a very few
days before, criticism had been strongly expressed, with characteristic
impulsiveness he had suddenly decided to resign rather than occupy
a position, his fitness for which was not acquiesced in by all parties.
The Bombay correspondent of The -Capital more charitable dmo
others, declared that the Extremists would have turned the Congress
at Lahore into a pandemonium if Pherozeshah had pronounced ex
catedra the views he had expressed in his famous letter, and it was